BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
HOPEWELL BOROUGH FIRE DISTRICT NO. |

RESOLUTION 2024-35
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A PROPERTY TAX CAP LEVY REFERENDUM

WHEREAS, N.J.S A. 40A:4-45.45 provides that in preparation of its budget a fire district shall limit any
increase in its property tax levy 10 two percent (2%) over the previous year's amount to be raised by
taxation, subject 1o certain exceptions and additions; and.

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.46(b). permits a fire district 10 increase the amount to be raised by

taxation by a percentage rate greater than two percent (2%) where said increase is approved by
referendum; and.

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of Hopewell Borough Fire District No. | in the County of
Mercer has called for a referendum question pursuant to N.J.S A, 40A:4-45.46(b) to be held on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in November because it finds it advisable and necessary to increase its
2025 budget amount to be raised by taxation, to provide and maintain essential district services for the
residents of the district; and.

WHEREAS, the Board of Fire Commissioners of Hopewell Borough Fire District No. | hereby
determines that an 11% increase in the amount to be raised by taxation or $57.558.00 in excess of the
increase in the amount to be raised by taxation otherwise permitted by a two percent (2%) tax levy cap.
will only become effective upon authorization by an affirmative vote of in excess of fifty percent (50%)
of the voters casting a ballot at the referendum. According to the shared services agreement between
Hopewell Borough and Hopewell Township Fire Districts. Hopewell Borough residents are only
responsible for 30% or $17.267.40; and,

WHEREAS, this additional amount will be appropriated for the purposed set forth below, increasing the
total appropriation for each such purpose from what would otherwise be provided under the limitations of
a two percent (2%) tax levy cap. as set forth below:

— -

i , AMOUNT FOR
| LINE-ITEM NAME l REFERENDUM J
| VEHICLE REPAIR | $13.000.00 ]
CINSURANCE ' $12,000.00
| TRAINING | $12.000.00
CUNIFORMS/TURN OUT GEAR $8.000.00
| FIRE EQUIPMENT $6.400.00
BUILDING RENT | $4.000.00 |
COMPUTERIT 1 $2.000.00
' LEGAL FEES | $300.00 |




NOW THERE IT BE RESOLVED, that the question to be placed on the ballot shall read as follows:

“Shall the Board of Commissioners of Fire District Number | of Hopewell Borough be
authorized to increase the 2025 amount to be raised by taxation in the Fire District
annual budget, by $17.267.40 as provided by N.JS.A, 40A:4-45.45, notwithstanding

that its amount to be raised by taxation will exceed the two percent (2%) increase
limitation.”

Yes No

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT

A “Yes” vote will authorize the Board of Commissioners of the Fire District to adopt
the budget that was approved by the Board. N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45 45 provides a tax levy
“cap” of two percent (2%) on the amount increase. This amount can be exceeded when
approved by referendum of the voters.

The following are those line items to which the increases apply:

Vehicle Repeir
Insurance

Traiming

Uniforms Turn Out Gear
Fire Equipment
Building Rent

Computer 1T

Lt’},’tl, Fees

If the referendum is approved (a “Yes™ vote). the amount to be raised by taxation will
include this amount.

A “No™ vote means that the Board of Commissioners must adopt the budget within the
increase limits otherwise set forth by law.

Hopewell Borough Fire District No. | is exceeding the levy cap to address the
increasing costs of repairs for our aging fleet which has burdened our current budget
levels. We have two ambulances stll in service that are 26 and 22 vears old. Our
newest ambulance a 2016 was donated to us last vear. The main response fire truck
will be 20 vears old next year, and the maintenance costs rise every vear as parts and
mechanical components start to wear owt. Rising costs of insurance, both workers
compensation and vehicle coverages continue to plague our operating budget. The
training budget has 1o be increased due 1o the recent onboarding of first aid members
who wish 1o obtain NJ Emergency Medical Techmician certifications as well as
members who have joined our new water rescue unit. Firefighter turn out gear has a
lifespan of 10 years from date of manufacture as per N.F P A. guidelines. As this gear
ages out, it is repurposed to newer and younger members who are not vet allowed into
an immediate dangerous 1o life or health environment. One set of turn oul gear for a
firefighter costs about $4.000.00. This allows the district to maimtain compliance with
N.J PEOSHA requirements. Fire equipment we intend to purchase includes new water
appliances. hose. dry rescue suits, rope rescue gear and equipment for the new wrility
truck. The Hopewell Fire Department rents space to the District to house the taxpayer



owned equipment like firetrucks and ambulances. This line had not increased in over
five vears. The Department is asking for an increase in rent further stretching the
operating costs, Computer and 1T costs have increased, as new technology changes
every day, and equipment no longer lasts as long as it used it. The environment that
some our equipment is subjected to can be harsh and shortens lifespan. Finally. our
legal fee line went up as a annual cost increase.

The annual budget is quite small compared to surrounding municipalities as a two
percent cap equates 1o just S10.000 a yvear that we are allowed to increase the total
budget by State law. less LOSAP and capital expenses,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said referendum be, and the same is scheduled for November 5",
2024, between the hours of 6:00 am to 8:00 pm. prevailing time. in the manner provided by statue.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the budget of the Board of Commissioners of Fire District No. | of
Hopewell Borough for 2025 is hereby authorized 1o be published in the Times of Trenton and the
Hopewell Valley News,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a public hearing on the budget will be held at the Hopewell Fire
Department, 2™ floor meeting room, 4 Columbia Ave, Hopewell, NJ 08525, 7:00 pm January 8", 2025,
pending Department of Community Affairs Local Government Services approval at which time and place
objections to said budget may be presented by taxpayers or other interested parties.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution shall be transmitted
to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, within 3 days after adoption with
the recorded vote included thereon.
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