MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
HOPEWELL BOROUGH DISTRICT NO. 1
August 13, 2014
PRESENT:

ABSENT:

Cmsr. Anderson
Cmsr. Bovenizer
Cmsr. Evans
Cmsr. Myers
Cmsr. Morehouse

Minutes: (July 9, 2014)
On a motion made by Cmsr. Bovenizer and seconded by Cmsr. Anderson, the minutes of July 9, 2014
were approved with the following correction: Cmsr. Anderson seconded the motion to adjourn, not Cmsr.
Myers as written.
Treasurer’s Report:
A copy of the treasurer’s report was made available to each commissioner with a list and description of
the bills to be paid. The Chief Financial Officer certified that there were sufficient unencumbered funds
in the 2014 budget to pay the bills and designated the account to which each would be charged.
1. Bills were submitted to be paid from the 2014 budget in the amount of $82,177.70, including the
$56,000.00 annual financing payment on the Quint ($50,835.75 principal and $5,164.25 interest). Aside
from the Quint payment, the most significant payment was for turn-out gear. There was no LOSAP
transfer this month.
2. On a motion made by Cmsr. Evans and seconded by Cmsr. Bovenizer, the treasurer’s report was
accepted and the bills proposed for payment. Payment of the bills passed unanimously on a roll call vote,
with Cmsr. Bovenizer abstaining insofar as reimbursement to him for cabinet brackets.
Fire Department Administration: No report.
Ladies’ Auxiliary: No report.
EMU Report:
1. 22 calls in July: 14 Township, 6 Borough, 2 other. There was 1 scratch call.
2. Due to the bankruptcy of emsCharts, after December the software that provides access to electronic
health care records to first responders will no longer be viable. County EMS officials are researching
alternatives in an effort to avoid disruption of this important service.
Fire Chief Report: (Chief Novak)
1. 33 calls in July: 22 Township, 3 Borough, 2 Pennington Borough, 4 East Amwell Twp. and 2 other.
19 of the calls were alarm activations. 18% of the call volume so for this year has been mutual aid.
2. Four members recently graduated from Firefighter One at the County Fire School.
3. Audible Siren – The chief suggested revisiting the purchase of a siren controller unless County
Dispatch addresses its equipment malfunctions and operator errors causing an increase in the number of
unintentional nighttime audible alarms
4. Radio Implementation – Programming was difficult due to the number of frequencies needed,
especially for mutual aid. Radio training for all Valley companies will be held next week at Station 51.
There is a late September target date for all companies to implement the new system.

5. Ladder Testing – Annual testing completed and 65 feet of hose failed. Some can be repaired in-house,
but some will have to be replaced at a cost of approximately $3,000.00. The board directed the chief to
secure competitive quotes and to purchase the needed hose pursuant to the lowest quote.
6. ISO Report – Following a detailed ISO on-site inspection the fire department’s Public Protection
Classification rating (evaluating the fire department/fire district fire suppression program) improved to a
Class 5 from a Class 9 (the lower the rating the better).
7. East Amwell Fire Protection – The fire department is the primary service provider in parts of East
Amwell Township. The chief suggested that offering mutual aid response might be preferential to
accepting responsibility for first response, as operating costs and manpower obligations for East Amwell
calls have risen.
8. Budget and Long Range Planning – Chief Novak and Cmsr. Bovenizer will update the long-range
planning document and budget needs and will present to the board.
Fire Official Report: On file
Attorney Report: None
Committee Reports: None
Other Business:
Payment and Renewal of Quint Financing – The board approved Resolution 14-16 authorizing the annual
loan payment ($56,000.00) and renewal of financing for the Quint ($52,449.28) through Hopewell Valley
Community Bank.

Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the board, on a motion by Cmsr.
Bovenizer, seconded by Cmsr. Anderson and unanimously approved, the meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the board will be held on September 10, 2014.

